
Elizabeth 
Lowrie

1880-1979



Why this story?

What do you expect ?



• Early Incidents of Washington Township by Elizabeth Lowrie, 1972
• Interview:  Fremont Reference M. Marks 1973 (CDB 979.465 ELIZABETH)
• Interview: Elizabeth Lowrie by Robert Fisher, 1971 and March 18, 1973

• Archive.org, Elizabeth Lowrie

• Philip Holmes files
• Alameda County Library file
• Robert Fisher files, photographs (WTMLH)
• Newspaper articles
• Ancestry.com- census reports, etc.

References



1850s and 1860s George Lowrie 

B.  1833  D. 1923

1847 from Scotland to Connecticut 

1853 Came to Newark

1864 Returned to Newark

Brother John and nephews Peter and David lived in Alvarado



• Harriet born in New Hampshire in 1848, arrive Alvarado 1868

• 1872-George William Jr d. 1956  (84) 

• 1873-Abbie Geninundy d. 1902 (29)

• 1875- David James d. 1952 (77)

• 1876-Phoebe d. 1917 (41)

• 1880-Elizabeth d. 1979 (98)

1870s and 1880s George marries Harriet Thompson 1871



1878 atlas 1901 Assessor map 









1885 Moved to Marshal Farm



• 1888 Moved to Alvarado



Dry Creek May Day Picnics and Pioneer Society Gatherings



Dry Creek Meyers House



Lowry (Lowrie) Family Connections

• David and Peter Lowrie (cousins to George) started a fleet business 
between Alvarado and Centerville.  
• Lowry road is named uncle John. There were three houses there, her 

father’s two cousins and his nephew lived there.  
• They owned Central Market and ran two covered wagons through the 

district. (in the 1900s) 
• When Phoebe was sick they always came with a nice thick beef steak.  



1890s Moved to Irvington  1891



Irvington Grammar school    Class of 1889/90 with Abbie Lowrie

Irvington grammar school



• 1891, Irvington school, Elizabeth is 11 years old



• George Sr.  67
• Harriet  54
• George William Jr 28 
• Abbie Geninundy 27 d. 1902 (29)
• David James 25
• Phoebe School teacher  23
• Elizabeth 20

1900s/ Census Living and Growing in Irvington

Family lives on Mowry ranch near what is now Irvington high school



1888-1900

Phoebe Lowrie

“”In the early 1900s my sister Phoebe came home from 
Arizona.  The doctor had advised her to go to school there.  He 
didn’t tell her she had a spot on her lungs.  She taught school 2 
years in Arizona.  She over did.  She was teaching and keeping 
house and going to the university taking Spanish and 
economics.  She had a break down and returned home.” 



• “In the 1890s each church had its Christian endeavor society, young people, 
they formed a union.

• Just before Phoebe went to Arizona she was president of it.  They had 
rallies occasionally.  They were interesting. It was an old time get together, 
a convention.  

• Everyone went and took their lunch and a sack of hay for the horse.  They 
stayed all day.”

1888-1900

Phoebe Lowrie



1903 Irvington   “Sack City”



Mission Peak Outing



1904 Harvest time on the Ranch - Irvington



1905 Fairview in Alvarado - John Lowrie home



1905 Fairview in Alvarado



1905-1914 Mission hills convalescence





Linda Vista Ranch



Sept 1907/ Feb 1908 Building the cabin



Looking down the canyon



Collecting and raising butterflies and moths



Sold to William Barnes in 1910 and later 
donated to the Smithsonian institute.  
Barnes writes:

This species was bred by Miss Elizabeth 
Lowrie and her sister from eggs laid by a 
captured [moth], taken at Mt. Hermon in 
the Santa Cruz ….

…we take much pleasure in naming it after 
the collectors who have been instrumental 
in supplying many an interesting specimen 
to our collection. 

Tolype lowriei



1909 On the Old Trail



1910-1930 Census Newath ? Rd.(1910) /Washington Township

• George Sr.  67/77/87 retired 1919 d. 1923

• Harriet  63/73/83 d. 1931

• George William Jr   mechanic 58 

• David James 35 blacksmith/ 45 farm laborer/ builder  56

• Phoebe 33 teacher  d. 1917

• Elizabeth   30 in mountains- /39 milliner / milliner   50



1920s  1930s

Harriet Lowrie on 
right- d. 1931

George Lowrie at Fairview – George retired in 1919
d. 1923



Lowrie home on San Jose Ave. 



c.1915-c.  1935 Millinery Business

• “Mother always bought hats in 
Irvington.  I went to Oakland to 
take a course, then bought the 
millinery store.  When the 
Portuguese celebration was on, 
everyone bought hats.  I hired a 
girl to speak Portuguese. “ 

• “I closed the store and after 
mother’s death, Then I worked 
at the library.” c



1935-1962 (27 years) Librarian

The library opened at 2 o’clock.  It was badly run down when I took it over.  
Miss Barbie was librarian.  A lot of youngsters came.  They had good 
children’s books.  I worked 15 years in the Mack building- where the bank 
is now.  

The Mack building was very old.  
Then we moved into the old 
antique shop.  The floor shook.  
It too was an old building.  The 
county gave us a book drop.  
We lost books through that 
drop.  

The library was in the old Mack building.  There was a screen door and a space between the screen door and the 
glass door.  



Then we moved to an antique store, a 
very old building. (? 1950-1962)

Finally we moved to Washington Blvd.  I 
worked there until I was 82 (1962)

1956-1962



Church Affiliations Played piano and organ

Miss Elizabeth Lowrie, member of the Newark 
Presbyterian church and her 1933 (1926) Model 
T have been inseparable companions in church 
attire.  Dr. J. H. Durham of Irvington examines 
the ancient vehicle.  Oakland Tribune 1944

Music with Mary Durham
Dr. Fleisner at Anderson 
Academy
Curtner Academy

Organist at Newark then 
Centerville Presbyterian 
churches. Then moved to 
Mt. Eden church.



1926-1951   Model T

• Bought it for $300 and sold it for $25.  
(owned it for 25 years)

• It was loud and noisy.  You could hear it 
come to the library.



1959



1944 Button Collection





Wrote, “Early day Incidents in 
Washington Township.  1972

Interviewed 1971- library

Interviewed 1973-
museum/archive.org

1963 Moved to Hayward with cousin  Beulah Leach
1970s  Wrote verse, wrote stories, gave interviews



1971-1974



Elizabeth 
Lowrie

1880-1979



Visit our 
exhibit at the 
Fremont 
Main Library



Thank 
you for 
the 
exhibits
Marjory 
Begley 
and 
Kelsey 
Camello


